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As everybody knows, on September 11, 1973 a fascist coup overthrew the consti- 
tutional and democratic government of President Allende. Since then, thousands 
of Chileans have been killed, thousands of Chileans have been imprisoned and 
tortured, thousands of Chileans have had to go into exile and thousands of Chi- 
leans have disappeared in jails of the military dictatorship after having been 
arrested by the secret police (DINA). 


The Democratic countries all over the world, religious organizations, workers 
organizations, and the United Nations have repeatedly asked the Chilean milita- 
ry Junta to inform the relatives of the 3000 missing persons of their where- 
abouts. 


The families of these missing persons have been living for over three years in 
the anxiety-arousing situation of not knowing anything about their sons and 
daughters, their parents, their brothers and sisters. 


The Pinochet regime has never replied officially or unoffically to the thou- 
sands of petitions asking for an investigation of the disappearances. Appeals 
to the Chilean Judicial system have been useless.  Habeas Corpus to those who 
have been detained by the secret police, has systematically been refused. The 
situation of the families who are left without any news of their missed relati- 
ves, is one of dispair. Accepting the possibility that they may have died, 
many of these families only hope to have their bodies returned to them so that 
they may be given a dignified funeral. 


This afflictive situation of thousand of Chilean families led 24 women, all re- 
latives of missing persons, to take over the CEPAL (U.N. Comission) offices in 
santiago in order to expose the brutal military repression and to atract the 
public opinion of the world and thus forcing the regime to inform them about 
their relatives whereabouts. 


On June 14th these Chilean women began a hunger strike inside the U.N. build- 
ing until June 24. This action came as a result of a long and useless process 
of appeals to the counts, to Pinochet, and to International Organizations. 


Those on the hunger strike had left the U.N. building with the assurances from 
the dictator Pinochet that information would be provided on the whereabouts of 
the missing people. However, we are certain, that only a wider support to the 
action of these women and their demands for justice and humanity will protect 
those involved in the hunger strike on behalf of their relatives. 


The Chilean Association and "Venceremos", certain of the democratic spirit of 
Canada's citizens, residents and their organizations, appeal to the Canadian 
public to support our struggle in favour of the Chilean people, the missing 
persons and the valorous action of the Chilean women in their struggle against 


the fascism.m 


INTRODUCTION 


Chile's secret prisoners are people who, having been arrested by the 
military regime's security forces, have completely disappeared. The 
authorities deny that they have ever been detained and the legal insti- 
tutions refuse to investigate, so the prisoners' relatives have no way 
of protesting except through the churches. 


The Military junta 
The present Chilean government installed itself by one of the most violent 
military coups to have taken place this century, overthrowing the democratically 
elected Popular Unity Government and killing its socialist president, Salvador 
Allende. This happened on September 11th 1973. Since then, the military have 
established a rigidly authoritarian dictatorship in the country under the self- 
appointed president. General Augusto Pinochet. This regime shares many of the 
characteristics of the fascist regime in Germany during the time of Hitler, but 
one fundamental difference is that whereas Hitler counted on considerable 
popular support, there is no such movement in Chile in favour of the regime. 
This has meant that ever since they took over, the armed forces have been 
obliged to rely on repression alone to keep themselves in power. 

The junta's repressive measures do not stem solely from their weak position 
politically, however. but also from the ideology which lies behind their whole 


system of government. This ideology of National Security is the basis too of the — 


present military regimes in Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Bolivia and Argentina. It 
justifies and calls for the elimination of all those who are in opposition to the 
regime since they constitute subversive elements which endanger National 
Security. According to the junta the whole world is at war but the war is not a 
war of nation against nation but of Western Christian Civilisation against 
Marxism. There is no peace time and there are no civilians in this war which 
allows for the use of any methods to exterminate the enemy and calls necessarily 
for a military elite to run the government. It should be noted that the word 
"Marxist" in this context is applied to anyone who does not agree with the 
junta's extreme form of nationalism and fascist doctrines. The junta's claim to 
represent the Christian Church has caused repeated protests from the churches in 
Chile and the world over. 


Disappearances after the coup, 1973-5 

At the time of the coup, thousands of people are known to have been killed in 
Chile, being shot in their homes, in the streets or by prison guards, or tortured to 
death in the concentration camps that were set up at once all over the country. 
Thousands more were arrested and imprisoned in places that their families knew 
about but there were many people too who completely disappeared. 

The numbers of those who disappeared during the last three months of 1973 
will never be known. We have the names of about 280 but many of the relations 
of missing people were too afraid to say anything. "My husband was a window 
cleaner. He went to work in the centre of Santiago on the day of the coup and I 


never saw him again. | have told the neighbours that he went off with another 
woman" one shanty town dweller told a doctor two and a half years later, in 
March 1975. We know too that in outlying rural areas large groups of peasants 
disappeared whose families had no access to help of any sort. One such group of 
39 people was reported to have disappeared from two areas near Santiago, 
Paine and Buin. It is likely that many hundreds of people were taken away by 
the military with no trace during this period. 

In January 1974, however, the DINA, the military regime's secret police, was 
set up by a special Decree Law and from then on the repression became more 
selectively carried out. During the period February 1974 to October 1975, over 
600 people were reported, with reliable information and witnesses, to have 
disappeared after their arrest. In all these cases, the authorities refused to admit 
that they had ever been detained, though in some instances the denial of the 
detention came after previous statements about the prisoner's whereabouts. 
Although the number of disappearances is high. the number of those arrested 
and held publicly in camps or prisons was much higher (the junta's own figures 
for arrests made between September 1973 and March 1975 were 41,759.) 


1976: the junta's new tactics 

In 1976, the military junta's tactics for repression changed. Secret prisoners 
came to be the norm rather than the exception. In January 1976.3 per cent of 
all prisoners arrested disappeared. This proportion had increased by August of 
that year to 57 per cent. Thus, although the overall number of people to 
disappear in Chile has decreased (121 reported cases during 1976), the likeli- 
hood of those detained for political reasons never being seen again has greatly 
increased. 

This is in accordance with the efforts made by the military regime to 
convince the world that there are no more political prisoners in Chile. Decree 
laws were passed in May 1975 and January 1976 to "protect human rights" and 
large numbers of prisoners were released during the year, so that by December 
1976 there was only one prisoner officially being held without trial under the 
laws of the state of siege. There were still about 1.000 sentenced prisoners but 
many of them are likely to be allowed to commute their sentences into exile in 
the near future. On the other hand more and more of the people who have been 
publicly arrested for political reasons are being tried as common criminals on 
trumped up charges. 

The DINA's methods have become increasingly sophisticated over this three 
year period of its existence. From the beginning, DINA agents have carried 
out arrests in plain clothes and taken their victims away in cars with no registra- 
tion numbers so that it has been impossible to identify them. Most of the arrests 
carried out before 1976, however, were witnessed by friends or relatives of the 
prisoner who could then give account of the arrest taking place. Now, since 
January 1976, an increasing number of people are being detained when they are 
alone so there is no evidence at all of any arrest having been carried out. Besides ` 
this, until last year, prisoners were kept in groups in secret torture centres so 
that there were countless instances of prisoners who were subsequently released 
giving information about secretly held prisoners with whom they had shared a 
cell. Now people tend to be completely isolated after their arrest and so those 
who do re-appear have nothing to tell about those who do not. 


THE DINA 


The creation of the DINA (National Intelligence Directorate) 

Before the military coup there was no secret police force in Chile. There was 
only the national Investigations Service which carried out police detective work. 
Thus immediately after the coup each branch of the armed forces used its own 
intelligence service to carry out the repression. These different branches often 
acted with little coordination between them and each was jealous of its own 
authority. When the DINA began to operate as the national agency in November 
1973, it was with reluctance that the other intelligence services gave way to its 
domination. This may have been partly because from the start it was evidently 
under the control of the army and General Pinochet. There were even instances 
of the Airforce Intelligence Service (SIFA) refusing to hand over its prisoners to 
the DINA when requested to do so. 

Nevertheless. the DINA's control was already established de facto when in 
June 1974 Decree Law 521 incorporated its existence into the junta's official 
laws. The decree law defines it thus: “A military organisation of a technical 
professional nature, responsible at a national level for the gathering of all 
information from different fields of action. Its aim is to supply the necessary 
information for the formulation of planning policies and the adoption of 
measures intended to guarantee national security and the development of the 
country." 

This decree law has the peculiar characteristic of containing three secret 
articles. Nobody knows what is in these articles or what powers they give the 
DINA even though they are presumably obligatory since they are law. What is 
known is that the DINA is answerable only to General Pinochet himself. Not 
even the Supreme Court can control its actions. It thus supplants all the 
different powers of the state since it acts as the Supreme Tribunal of Justice in 
the country, with the right to determine the life and death of all whom its 
members detain. It does indeed act as an intelligence service to collect informa- 
tion but it is used too as an instrument to terrorize the population outside the 
armed forces and also within them. 


Personnel 
The DINA functions as a secret organisation. It recruits its members from the 
different branches of the armed forces and civilian organisations such as Patria y 
Libertad (Fatherland and Freedom: a fascist para military organisation which 
operated against Allende). It is estimated to have 15,000 full time employees but 
in addition to these there are probably another 32,000 people working for the 
DINA, employed on an irregular basis or even forced to work under threat. They 
are the people who make up the huge network of infiltrators, informers and 
blackmailers which covers the whole of Chilean society from the neighbourhood 
organisations in the shanty towns to the industrial firms and university councils. 
Besides this personnel in the field, the DINA also employs professional 
advisors of different sorts to counsel its leaders on the tactics of the repression 
and to carry out physical and psychological experiments in its torture chambers. 


Among these advisors are Pablo Rodriguez, a lawyer who came to be well known 
as the leader of Patria y Libertad and Hernan Tuane, a psychologist known to 
be doing research into psychological torture, as well as people brought in from 
neighbouring South American countries and the CIA. There is evidence too that 
Walter Rauff, an old GermanNazi leader who lives in the south of Chile, has had 
contact with the DINA in an advisory capacity. 


Internal organisation 

At the head of the DINA under Pinochet is Colonel Manuel Contreras Sepulveda. 
He began as a lieutenant colonel in the Regiment of Engineers at Tejas Verdes 
near San Antonio in the region of Valparaiso. Some of the most horrible crimes 
of the military regime were committed in this regiment when Contreras was in 
charge of the torture centres and personnel of the DINA. Under Contreras is the 
naval captain Rolando Garcia le Blanc and the third man is the airforce colonel 
Samuel Mujica Verdugo. a known torturer. 

Lower down the hierarchy are a series of middle commanders. Among them, 
particularly notorious for their bestial cruelty, are Colonel Marcelo Moren Brito, 
the director of the Villa Grimaldi torture house, and Miguel Marchenko 
Kraffnoff, in charge of most of the operative units of the Villa Grimaldi. 
Another official of the DINA who has become known all over the world as a 
symbol of terror and whose punishment has been called for in the United 
Nations is the torturer Oswaldo Romo. 


Procedures and methods of detention 

Most of the detentions carried out by the DINA are during the hours of the 
nightly curfew imposed by the armed forces at the time of the coup and never 
lifted. Usually a group of unidentified people arrives with a display of force. 
They search the house causing considerable destruction and stealing anything 
they fancy. Members of the detainee's family, including children, are frequently 
insulted and treated with violence or even detained as well. 

If the person the DINA agents are looking for is not at home, they will often 
leave personnel in the house where they stay until their victim arrives. On several 
occasions too they have returned to a prisoner's family on a visit, bringing the 
prisoner himself bearing horrifying marks of torture. One such instance was that 
of the case of Guillermo Herrera Manriquez who was brought to his parents' 
home on May 3rd 1975 barely able to walk. Members of the DINA who 
accompanied him chained him to a bed and sat down to wait for a telephone call 
from a friend of his. They showed no respect for the family at all, were very 
rough and noisy, laughed loudly and had the radio on full blast. 


Two mornings later, Guillermo's father heard noises and splutterings and 
rushed to the room where his son lay vomiting blood, just in time to hold him 
in his arms as he died. When the members of the DINA saw what had happened, 
they hastily picked up the body and the blood-stained bed clothes and left the 
house. They never returned, but later the family received a telephone call to say 
Guillermo’s body had turned up in the morgue. No explanation was given. 

This tragic death probably saved the man the DINA was waiting for in the 
Herreras’ house, but many people have been caught in such ''mousetraps". 

Another tactic the DINA uses for carrying out arrests is to go up to a person 
in the street and take his arm as if he were their friend, threatening him with 
death if he makes any sign. Sometimes too, they arrest péople publicly on 
buses, accusing them of being pick pockets and drag them off in tront of 
everybody. 

The DINA uses cold storage vans with no windows to take the prisoners 
from place to place and many prisoners have testified to these vans being 
equipped and used as torture chambers. 


Interrogation and torture 
Nearly everybody who is taken prisoner by the DINA is tortured, whether they 
are young or old, man, woman or child. The prisoners are stripped naked, blind- 
folded, and often chained by the hands and feet. They are then subjected to 
electric currents applied to all parts of the body, beatings, burnings, hanging, 
near asphixiation and to psychological pressure such as witnessing the torture or 
rape of members of their families. 

Many prisoners are tortured till they are unconscious, many have been 


H 


tortured to death. 

Sometimes the DINA is trying to find out information, but most of the 
prisoners who have been tortured in Chile have little or no information to give 
and the interrogation turns into a session of frivolous questioning, mostly about 
their sex life. Women are treated with particular sadism and frequently raped. 


Incommunication 

Prisoners are held in solitary confinement in the torture centres themselves, 
sometimes in such small places that they cannot even lie down, and also in 
recuperation centres afterwards until they are fit to be seen in public. Fewer and 
fewer prisoners are now emerging. though, to the second stage. 


Assassination 

The assassination of political prisoners is the logical outcome of the junta's 
ideology of national security which requires the extermination of everybody in 
opposition to the regime. Systematic torture is carried out to a level beyond the 
limits of human endurance. Sometimes grotesque explanations are given and the 
body is sent to the morgue but usually the victim becomes just one more name 
on the list of those who have disappeared. 


The DINA abroad 

The DINA's activities are not restricted to Chile alone. It acts in close 
cooperation with the Argentine, Uruguayan, Brazilian, Pa yan and Bolivian 
secret police and has agents in all the countries to which Chilean refugees have 
fled. 

The organisation responsible for coordinating all the activities of the DINA 
abroad is known as CAL. It operates from Argentina and is thought still to be 
under the direction of Colonel Luis Ramirez who was formerly military attache 
in the Chilean Embassy in Argentina. It was he, together with Captain Francisco 
Ferrer, who was almost certainly responsible for the assassination in October 
1974 of the ex-Commander in Chief of the Army who had remained loyal to 
Allende, General Carlos Prats. It may well too have been his directions which lay 
behind the attempted assassination of Bernardo Leighton, the Christian 
Democrat leader, in Rome in October 1975. The plans which led to the deatli of 
Allende's former minister, Orlando Letelier, in Washington in September 1976 
are still to be uncovered, but no-one has ever doubted that it was the DINA's 
work. 

Other indications of the international work of the DINA have been the secret 
return of prisoners to Chile from other countries. Jorge Fuentes, for instance, 
was transferred from Paraguay straight to a secret torture centre in Chile in May 
1975 and William Beausire, an Anglo-Chilean, was arrested at Ezeiza Airport in 
Argentina on his way to Europe in November 1974 and was subsequently seen in 
several different secret places of detention in Chile. 

In Europe. the DINA had its centre for a long time in Madrid under the 
direction of Colonel Pedro Ewing. It is now thought to have moved to Brussels. 
DINA agents in Europe work in the Chilean Embassies or evidently sometimes 
for the Chilean airline, Lan Chile, as in Frankfurt the Lan Chile office has 
trebled its staff over the last few months in spite of the fact that the number of 
flights between Chile and Germany have been drastically reduced. 


SECRET 
DETENTION CENTRE 


Ever since the armed forces seized power in Chile, special interrogation centres 
have been in use outside the prisons and camps. A cloak of secrecy has shrouded 
these places to which prisoners are taken blindfold. They are usually kept blind- 
fold throughout the time they spend there, which may be a period of weeks and 
in some instances has been even several months. During their stay there they are 
interrogated and subjected to every kind of ill treatment including severe torture 
for hours at a time. 

At first these centres were all in either military, naval or airforce precincts 
and used by the intelligence services of the respective armed forces. In each of 
the provinces of Antofogasta, Valparaiso and Concepcion there were at least 
three such interrogation centres in use and in Santiago eleven were well known, 
such as those in the Tacna Regiment and the Airforce War Academy. 

Later on, when the DINA began to take control of the whole system of 
repression, centres were set up in ordinary houses in Santiago. Some of these 
became notorious such as no. 38 in a street called Londres, which was closed 
after about a year, and the Villa Grimaldi, no. 2800 in the street Jose Arrieta in 
the district of Penalolen, which the DINA has been using since 1975. Among 
other places known to have been specially equipped for the application of 
torture are a house in the street Domingo Canas in Santiago, the clinic of Santa 
Lucia, the basement of the National Congress and a place known as Monte 
Maravilla in the outskirts of the city. 

While people are held in these centres, their whereabouts are never communi- 
cated to their families. In most cases they are taken straight there after their 
arrest but up till 1976, the majority of the people who had passed through such 
centres were then put into public camps, though often they were kept in 
isolation first until the visible signs of torture had gone. An increasing number, 
however, never reappear and it is in these centres that many of Chile's secret 
prisoners have been seen by people who were subsequently released. 
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The very existence of these interrogation centres had always been denied by 
the authorities until in May 1976, Miguel Schweitzer, the Minister of Justice, 
publicly admitted knowledge of them. He admitted that the DINA had special 
centres for interrogation and that he himself had witnessed an interrogation in 
the Villa Grimaldi. “This is one of the many military properties or barracks used 
by the intelligence services," he said, “It is a place where detainees in transit are 
questioned. | myself saw a man they were interrogating there." 

Since then, however, information about these centres has been much more 
difficult to obtain. Presumably because they had become so notorious both in 
Chile and abroad, much greater care has been taken recently to hide the identity 
of the houses used. The fact that secretly held prisoners are not only kept alone 
now but hardly ever reappear makes it impossible to know what numbers of 
people are being held in these places or where they are. We know that the DINA 
has new houses in certain areas of Santiago but have no specific addresses. 


The treatment of prisoners in secret 
The following is an account of the kind of treatment that prisoners suffer in 
these torture houses. It is taken from the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group 
of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights issued in February 1976. 
"An unmarried student stated that she was arrested by four armed civilians in 
her home at 3.0am. Her detention lasted two months. She was blindfolded, 
stripped and searched, including the vagina; interrogation started the same night. 
She was put into a room with 30 women and two young children next to the 
torture room. The conditions there were very bad; there was no water and they 
were not allowed to go to the toilet so the smell was terrible. Their hunger was 
so great that one woman tried to eat the cement from the walls. This witness was 
submitted six or seven times to electric shock treatment, particularly to the 
nipples and vagina, which lasted from half an hour to four hours. She was raped 
many times and at one time tied naked and blindfolded to a narrow table and 
people came into the room and made fun of her, smacked her and pinched her 
breasts. The ringleader said “Volodia” would be coming into the act to do his 
bit and then there was a dog on her body; it licked her all over and showed 
maximum excitement—this greatly amused her torturers." 


Colonia Dignidad 
There may be one secret camp in Chile whose characteristics are substantially 
different from the centres described above. This is the German community 
known as Colonia Dignidad. The actual community is a large agricultural and 
cattle farm near the town of Parral in the province of Linares. about 200 miles 
south of Santiago. It includes land in the Andean mountains right up to the 
Argentine border. 

Colonia Dignidad was founded in 1961 by two German baptist pastors who 


had been charged with sexually abusing boys in an orphanage they were running 


in a town called Siegburg near Bonn. The colony was formally registered as an 


orphanage owned by a German society. It is equipped with facilities such as a 
hospital, school, workshops etc. for 500 people. The equipment is of the most 

odern type, with electronic machines in the workshops and trucks and farm 
machinery of the latest models. 

The wealth of the community was made largely by employing the 
inhabitants, young people between the ages of 15 and 25, for no payment. As 
well as from the farm, the community made its money by building roads for the 
Chilean government, again with the free labour of its members. 

A young man who escaped from the community in 1966 reported that those 
who rebelled against the severe discipline of the colony were cruelly punished. 
They were treated with drugs and imprisoned. The social life of the colony was 
closely controlled, with the men and women living separately and no marriage 
allowed. The community was enlarged by the adoption of Chilean orphans and 
by advertising the colony in Germany as a place for young people to go. 


Colonia Dignidad since the coup 

Since the coup in Chile in 1973, there have been many rumours that Colonia 
Dignidad has been used as a secret interrogation centre and that several of the 
prisoners who have disappeared have been kept there. These rumours were 
confirmed in 1976 by the Ad Hoc Working Group on Chile of the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights. In their February report they mention 
Colonia Dignidad as a place where torture is alleged to have occurred in Chile 
with the comment: “. . . .. . At present, this farm, which has its own airfield on 
both sides of the Argentine border. is reported to be surrounded by armed police 
and soldiers. It has been reported that Colonel Espinoza, Chief of SENDET 
(National Secretariat for Detainees) has often stopped in Parral. According to 
one source of information, many of the people on the list of 119 prisoners who 
have disappeared were in the Colonia Dignidad and it is possible that some are 
still there." 

In October the Working Group reiterated and added to this information 
saying: "It is known that another centre of the DINA exists in Colonia Dignidad 
. - + It is said that in Colonia Dignidad prisoners have been subjected to different 
"experiments" without interrogation: dogs trained to carry out sexual assaults 
and to destroy the sexual organs of men and women: "tests" of the limits of 
resistance to various methods of torture (resistance to beatings, electric shocks, 
hanging etc.): experiments to drive detainees mad with the use of drugs: 
subjection to long periods of isolation and other subhuman conditions." 


Apart from the United Nations report, we have received several testimonies 
from Chileans who are convinced they were held in Colonia Dignidad during 
their period of detention as political prisoners. All were taken there blindfold, 
some from neighbouring towns, and some on their way from Concepcion 
(further south) to Santiago. There have been reports of prisoners hearing 
German spoken, eating German food and catching glimpses of plates and spoons 
with German writing on them. From the accounts we have received it would 


appear that a large new construction has been built underground in the colony 
and that it is indeed being used as a centre for experimental torture and drugs. 


THE LEGAL AND 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM 
ANDTHE SECRET 
PRISONERS 


The DINA's freedom to act has been guaranteed by the state of siege which has 
been in force in Chile ever since the coup. Even under this state of emergency, 
however, foreign opinion forced the junta to pass certain laws to protect the 
safety of individuals. Decree Law 1009. for instance, passed in May 1975, states 
that no-one may be held for more than 48 hours without his relations knowing 
where he is. and that after five days a prisoner must be freed or handed over to 
the Ministry of the Interior. Supreme Decree 187 of January 1976 adds laws 
about the punishment of torturers and the inspection of detention centres by 
the President of the Supreme Court and the Minister of Justice. 

These laws leave plenty of room for abuse, however and anyway the law 
courts have never made any attempt to enforce them, nor have the courts 
themselves adhered to the observance of long-standing rights such as that of 
habeas corpus. 


1. Different legal mechanisms which have been used for the defence 
of those who have disappeared. 


a) Habeas Corpus a 
When there is direct evidence that a missing person has been arrested., a 


habeas corpus writ (recurso de amparo) is presented to the Appeal Court. In 
Chile, a rapid and efficient system of habeas corpus has existed for a long 
time to prevent people from being held arbitrarily in detention. Anyone can 
make a claim on behalf of a person who has been arbitrarily arrested, even if 
he is not a lawyer and not any relation of the person in question. The writ 
can be presented in any form. even by telegramme or telephone. 

If a person has been detained under the order of a body unauthorised to 
carry out the detention. or without any order. or if he has been detained 
without the legal formalities being observed or does not fall within the cases 
authorised for detention by the law, or if he is kept under arrest in an 
unauthorised place or under conditions or for a period of time not permitted 
by the law, the Appeal Court must accept the habeas corpus and either order 
the release of the person, or put an end to the irregularities. 

This should be done normally within twenty four hours or, at the most. 
six days. When a judge of the court orders that the detainee be brought 
before him or goes to visit him himself, no-one can disobey the order. This 
was in accordance with the Constitution of Chile. The system did not only 
look good on paper, but worked well in practice for decades. 

Nevertheless, in response to thousands of writs of habeas corpus presented 
on behalf of political prisoners, the tribunals have bowed in submission to the 
military junta. Instead of answering a writ of habeas corpus in twenty-four 
hours, they take weeks and even months. Instead of ordering that the 
prisoner be brought, they send letters to the authorities asking about his case, 
letters which take weeks to be answered. Only once has a judge dared to try 
to look for a prisoner in a detention centre. He was not allowed in. The 
judiciary accepts the government's reply that the person is not detained and 
then refuses the habeas corpus. They make no investigation. They simply 
pretend they believe the military junta. 

The first breakthrough in this situation came on January 31st 1977 when a 
habeas corpus writ. presented on behalf of Carlos Contreras Maluje, who had 
disappeared after his arrest op November 3rd 1976, was accepted and the 
Appeal Court ordered his immediate release. A period of suspense followed, 
but the Ministry of the Interior gave the answer that Carlos Contreras was not 
in detention. The prisoner's father then went to the Supreme Court for help 
but the Supreme Court merely reiterated that the government had given the 
information that Carlos Contreras was not being held in detention. 


b) Investigations for "presumed misfortunes” 
In many cases of missing prisoners, judges of the highest level have been asked 
to investigate a possible misfortune. This is a legal mechanism which allows 
the judge to order the plain clothes police to try to find a missing person who 
could have suffered some misfortune. 

Sometimes in these cases the judge has been asked to hear the testimony 
of other prisoners who at that moment are in a known prison camp but who 
saw the missing person when they themselves passed through a secret torture 
house. Many prisoners have courageously accepted to declare what they know 
even while they are still in prison. In these cases they have been tortured 
again and made to withdraw their statements. 


In these judicial procedures, the detectives never discover anything and 
their reports to the judges are monotonously the same. What happens is that 
they do not try to make any investigation in depth because they know that 
behind the disappearance lies the DINA and they do not dare interfere with 
the secret police. When given these reports, the judge considers the case 
closed. He does not dare either call the DINA to make statements nor investi- 
gate anything concerning it. 


c) Denuncistions of kidnapping or illegal arrest 
Denunciations to the judiciary that a crime of kidnapping or illegal arrest has 
taken place also end without any practical result. In his investigations, the 
judge never enters the forbidden territory of the DINA. 


d) Mass writs 


In view of the diverse character of these useless formal judicial investigations 
in the charge of dozens of different judges, the Appeal Court and the 
Supreme Court have been requested to appoint a judge to coordinate the 
investigation of many hundreds of cases with similar characteristics. The 
Supreme Court did this itself when the writ of habeas corpus for 131 people, 
presented by the churches in March 1974, was refused. Some of the people 
among the 131 had only been missing for about two months and did reappear 
but no answer was ever given about the cases of the many who did not. Since 
then the Supreme Court has refused requests for investigations of this nature. 


e) Special judges for investigations (Ministros de visita) 


Such investigations have been carried out since, however, for individual cases 
or smaller groups, but never with any satisfactory results. The case of Lumi 
Videla who was tortured to death by the DINA in November 1974 and whose 
body was then flung into the grounds of the Italian Embassy was one instance 
and that of Marta Ugarte who was found tortured to death in Septembef 
1976, was another. The results of neither of these investigations were 
published. The most recent instance was that of 8 people, arrested in 
December 1976 whose writs of habeas corpus had been refused on the 
grounds that they had "crossed the Andes into Argentina". The judge 
appointed merely wrote to the authorities asking for information and when 
this explanation was repeated to him he declared the case closed. One of the 
detainees was a woman eight months pregnant. 


2. Declarations of the Supreme court 


The Supreme Court has not only refused to do justice for those who have 
disappeared but has also made statements, through its president, indicating that 
this is a false problem and that many of the missing prisoners are in known 
places of detention or are free. When the Supreme Court has been asked to make 
known lists of people who have reappeared after a period of disappearance. 
no-one on the lists of people who have disappeared has been included. 

Such was the case with the answer given to the Vicariate of Solidarity which 
presented 383 cases to the Supreme Court in August 1976 for investigation. In 
spite of the fact that in all these cases there is proof that the people concerned 
were arrested, the investigation was refused on the grounds that “of the people 
said to have disappeared, 38 are free and living at home, 5 have gone abroad. 11 


are imprisoned under the laws of the state of siege, 3 have been sentenced by 
military tribunals and 3 by ordinary tribunals." No names were given. 


After the release of all those detained under the laws of the state of siege in 


November 1976, the Vicariate, realising that of course none of the ex-detainees 
were on their list, asked the Supreme Court for the names of the 11 who were 
supposed to be among the 383 cases. 11 completely different names. none of 
which was on the Vicariate's list. were handed over. 


The pro junta press then presents these facts to confuse the public with 


names and figures. 


THE CHURCHES AND 
THE SECRET 
PRISONERS 


In October 1973. the Committee for Cooperation for Peace in Chile was set up 
by a group of five people in Santiago to coordinate the help that individual 
churches were giving to the thousands of victims of the military repression who 
were turning to them in distress. Its joint presidents were the Catholic bishop 
Fernando Ariztia and the Lutheran bishop, Helmut Frenz. The Jewish Rabbi and 
representatives of the Methodist and Orthodox churches also participated. 

The Committee soon became known as a centre of solidarity for the 
oppressed where material and moral support could be found by all those who 
were in danger or had been left destitute. Its dimensions grew as it received 
support from the churches abroad until it had over 200 full time workers in 
Santiago and the provinces. For those in prison it provided legal aid free of 
charge with a team of twenty lawyers. It gave assistance to students and 
academics in trouble, legal aid to those thrown out of work and food and clothes 


to prisoners and their families. It also worked supporting small groups of ex- 
prisoners or people who were unemployed for political reasons who set up 
cooperatively run workshops or agricultural projects in order to try to subsist. 
Later. as the economic crisis grew worse. the committee sponsored hundreds of 
public canteens or “dining rooms" for undernourished children in the marginal 
areas of the big cities. It also ran its own clinics for those who were excluded 
from the health service because they had no money. 

It was to this committee that the families of people who had disappeared 
appealed for support as the only body which could and would act on their 
behalf. 

At first the work consisted of presenting individual writs of habeas corpus 
and requests for legal investigations into cases of disappearances and the Peace 
Committee collected hundreds of testimonies from witnesses who had seen 
secret prisoners being arrested or at some later date. 

Then, as the dimensions of the problem grew and more and more families 
came to be involved. the committee gave its support to the organisations that the 
relatives of those who had disappeared set up among themselves. The groups of 
relatives were encouraged to meet in the committee whose workers acted as 
advisors. 

In March 1974, the Committee presented a request for investigation into the 
cases of 131 people whose disappearance had been well documented over the 
previous six months. This was an effort to draw public attention to the fact that 
people were disappearing and to put pressure on the authorities to act. A similar 
request was made to the Court of Appeal in May 1975, with a writ for 163 
people. 

It was in May 1975 that one of the most dramatic events concerning a secret 
prisoner and the Committee for Peace occurred. A man called Sergio Zamora 
managed to escape from the DINA who had forced him, under torture, to 
promise to lead them to a ceitain place to arrest a friend of his. When he reached 
the street of Santa Monica where the Committee was situated, he broke away 
and rushed into the offices up the stairs, shouting and screaming and ripping 
open his shirt. His whole chest and back were covered in appalling burns. The 
workers of the Committee refused to let the DINA in, armed though they were, 
and the Cardinal was called. He immediately telephoned General Pinochet and 
Sergio Zamora was kept under church protection until he was allowed to leave 
the country in June. 


The churches and the 119 missing 

Then. in July 1975, when reports were published that 119 missing persons had 
been killed by police or in secterian fights abroad, the Committee for Peace 
played a leading role in making public protests. A document on the case was 
printed and 2,000 copies distributed and on August 4th an ecumenical mass was 
held for those who had disappeared and their families. The service was taken by 
the Auxiliary Bishop of Santiago, Enrique Alvear. who preached a sermon about 
Christian responsibility, and was attended too by the bishops Fernando Ariztia 
and Helmut Frenz. The latter read a passage from the Old Testiment about two 
lost men. When the priests left at the end, the congregation of at least 4,000 
people, burst into loud applause and after the service pamphlets were handed 
out with a statement from the prisoners’ families, saying: “The Chilean 


tribunals, authorities and technical organisations have closed their doors on us. | 


All our actions are crushed against a wall of indifference and hatred". 

The mass was followed by further public statements made by prominent 
churchmen, and a further petition was presented to the Supreme Court for a 
special judge to be appointed to investigate the case of 264 missimg people, who 
included the 119. The request was signed by two bishops. 269 priests and nuns, 
64 lawyers and 178 relatives of people who had disappeared. — 


The closure of the Committee for Peace 

The more effective that the Committee for Peace became, however, the more of 
a threat it posed to the junta and a public campaign was started against it. To 
begin with this was concentrated on the person of Bishop Helmut Frenz who 
was finally expelled from Chile in October 1975. (Bishop Ariztia had previously 
been transferred to the north of Chile as bishop of Copiapo.) 

Frenz's expulsion was followed by the arrest and imprisonment of several 
workers of the Committee including the Jesuit Priest, Fernando Salas, who was 
the first executive secretary of the Committee and Jose Zalaquett, the head of 
the Human Rights Department. It was then that Pinochet wrote to the Cardinal 
of Santiago, under whose protection the Committee for Peace had been working, 
and ordered him to close it down. Thus, amid a storm of international protest, 
from churchmen and laymen alike, the Committee for Peace was closed in 
December 19785. 


The Vicariate of Solidarity l 

The Catholic Church did not however, accept this measure complacently but 
immediately set up a new institution, the Vicaria de la Solidaridad (Vicariate of 
Solidarity) as part of the structure of the Catholic Church itself. At the head of 
it was Cristian Precht, the priest who was the executive secretary of the 
Committee for Peace when it closed, and its work was to be the same as that of 
the Committee. 

The work for secret prisoners has been continued and in August 1976, 
another dossier with detailed information on 383 cases was presented to the 
Supreme Court for investigation. The request was refused, but by only 7 votes to 
5 with the president of the Court voting in favour of the investigation. This 
shows that the pressure from the churches has reached the consciousness of even 
some of the junta's leading lawyers, though at the moment the balance is still 
against them. The Vicariate did not give up and on October 20th presented its 
request again with the addition of a further 32 cases, making 415 in all. The: 
request was again refused. 


Statement by Bishop Jorge Hourton 

The anger and frustration of the church's leaders in the face of the indifference 
of the Supreme Court and other legal authorities in Chile was expressed after the 
Court's decision by Jorge Hourton, Auxiliary Bishop of Santiago: “The verdict 
of the Supreme Court of October 22nd has been given to put an end to the 
repeated requests that a special judge should be appointed to investigate the 
cases of 415 Chileans who have disappeared. The language is dry and cold: "let 
the result be accepted’, ‘there is no possibility of a reconsideration’. 

The facts stand on one side; — the judicial norms and their applicability on the 
other. There is no possible communication between the two. Between them are 
415 Chileans. It is impossible to know where. Between the documented facts 
and sil Keng norms are also a multitude of families and friends, hurt and 
dismayed. Public opinion remains silent. 

As for me, | keep remembering two of the people who disappeared last 
August after the Assembly of the Organisation of American States in Santiago, 
during which it seemed as though things had improved. I know them well and I 
know their anxious wives who wait untiringly. Daniel Palma Robledo, 60 years 
old, devoted to studying and supporting small industries in a firm called ETRES. 

The other is don Oscar Ramos Garrido whom I knew as local governor of 
Llanquihue. A thoughtful, serene and cordial man who managed to carry out his 
difficult work with dignity. After his dismissal he returned to his life as a poor 
man, mending radios to earn a few pesos. He had no serious pr~blems for nearly 
three years. Why was it necessary to detain him at his home with his son and 
brother in law? Disappeared. no-one knows anything. No-one says anything. 

I know a great many families of people who have disappeared. Each has told 
me their story with humility, courage and invincible hope. One old lady tells me 
that she goes on knitting socks and sweaters for when her old man comes back, 
SC ‘they took him away with only the clothes he was wearing and he must 

cold’. 

These are facts, obstinate facts. If those who have disappeared have 
committed a crime why have they not been tried according to the law? 

No-one knows anything. No-one says anything." 
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In the present circumstances of such extreme repression in Chile, the churches 
are the only organisations which are able to act on behalf of the prisoners who 
have disappeared and are still disappearing today. The difficult and dangerous 
work they are carrying out has received recognition and support from churches 
the world over. 


THE CASE OF THE 119 


By 1975 the problem of people disappearing in Chile had been sufficiently 
publicized to constitute a considerable embarrassment to the junta. Thus, in July 
of that year a grotesque plan was put into action to explain away the 
disappearance of 119 people whose cases were well known. 

In June the first rumblings of a new line on secret prisoners appeared in the 
press with some suggestions made that some of the people whom the “marxist 
campaign abroad" claimed were being held secretly in Chilean jails, were in fact 
training a guerrilla army in Tucuman in Argentina. 

Then, on July 12th, EI Mercurio and La Segunda reported in Santiago that 
the bodies of two men called Luis Guendelman and Jaime Robotham had been 
found in a burnt out car near Buenos Aires. The assassinations were attributed 
to an Argentine group called the “Black Brigade" and in the following days, the 
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press made much of the fact that these men, both of whom were on the lists of 
disappeared people, were examples of clandestine guerrilla fighters who had been 
said to be detained secretly in Chile. Afterwards, the families of both these men 
went to Argentina and stated that the bodies in question were not those of 
either Guendelman or Robotham. 

The next piece of news appeared in La Segunda on July 18th under the title 
"Miristas*are exterminated like rats". It was claimed that “about 60 Chilean 
extremists have been eliminated by their own comrades in arms in attacks 
carried out in Argentina, Colombia, Venezuela, Panama. Mexico and France". 
This was reiterated by EI Mercurio on July 23rd with a list of 60 names. The 
source of the information was given as the Argentine weekly review Lea. 

Then, on July 24th, La Segunda published another list of 59 people supposed 
to have been killed or wounded or to have escaped after recent clashes with the 
Argentine police. The source of this information was given as a local newspaper 
from Curitibia in Brazil, called O Dia. 

Strangely enough, the Brazilian paper seemed to have been a revival of a local 
paper which had previously closed down. This was its third and last issue. More- 
over, Lea was afterwards known to have been financed by Lopez Rega, Isabel 
Peron's personal advisor notorious for his corrupt practices. This issue was 
headed Year 1, No.1, but No. 2 has never appeared. The use of these false news- 
papers is an example of the cooperation that exists between the DINA and its 
neighbouring counterparts. 

The disappearance of all 119 people had been denounced by their families. 
Writs of habeas corpus had been presented for 115 of them and 105 were among 
the 163 names presented hy the churches to the Court of Appeal for investga- 
tion in May of the same year. 4 of the 119 had even been officially recognised as 
under arrest by the Chilean government. 
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x d Ee, ee The reaction within Chile was one of horror, anger and sorrow. The Papal 
Cy, tte ee Nuncio in Santiago asked the government for an immediate clarification of the 
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fay affair, the political prisoners in the prison camp of Puchuncavi went on hunger 

S Co j strike in solidarity with the families of the 119 and on August 4th, 4,000 people 
e io j attended a special mass held for the 119 and their relations and friends. 

; Eventually, General Pinochet promised an investigation into the affair but no 
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CS Translation of above article from 
‘La Segunda’ 24 July 1975. 


GIGANTIC MILITARY OPERATION IN ARGENTINA 
Miristas are exterminated like rats 


A total of 59 Chilean extremists were identified among the dead, wounded or 
escaped, in recent clashes with the Argentine police force in the region of Salta, 
according to a report in the newspaper "O'Dia" of Curitiba, Brazil. 

A responsible government source made this known, quoting the article which 
appeared in the said paper. 

There has been an increase in extremist incursions over the last days in the 
area of the River Plate, which has caused various military operations to be 
carried out in the region under the command of officials of the Argentine police, 
according to the newspaper. 

In one of these operations, 50 Chilean extremists were identified among the 
dead, wounded and escaped, according to the paper. 

The antiguerrilla operation carried out in Salta is considered to be one of the 
most important yet to have been effected by the Argentine police, who in the 
recent clashes have managed to destroy several extremist cells which were 
operating in that region and which had connections with Chile, Bolivia, and X 


Uruguay, according to the details in the paper. e 
During the first wave of arrests after the coup, one by one people began to arrive 


List of People Identified at the Committee for Peace to report the case of their husband, wife, son, 
The paper “O'Dia” adds that in the two most recent clashes with Argentine daughter, brother or sister who had been arrested but who wie Aere das - 
Government forces, among the dead, wounded and escaped the following any known place of detention. Those who had egen inc vog ae ee 
members of the Revolutionary Left Movement, banned in Chile, were workers, students, professionals, artists and Vice nis of the DAS Ser inii 
identified ..... had opposed the coup. They had been arrested in the street, in their 5 
"— - their work, at school . . . mostly in the presence of witnesses. 


Each family had begun its own search for their missing member. If he simply 
had not returned home, the first enquiries had been made with relations and 
Reaction inside and outside Chile friends and then the endless pilgrimage had begun, to prisons, barracks, police 
The episode was greeted by indignant protests from all over the world. The stations, the Ministry of the Interior, the National Secretariat of Detainees, hos- 
Argentine authorities denied any such clashes with the police had taken place on pitals, the local morgue. Many people had even travelled to other cities, going 
their territory and the governments of the other countries mentioned all said no from prison to prison and authority to authority in increasing desperation as 

they were told: “He is not here", "He is not detained", “He must have joined 


such deaths had taken place. 


*Mirista = a member of the MIR (Revolutionary Left Movement). 


the guerrillas", "She never existed". They dared not tell their neighbours for fear 
of informers and their neighbours were afraid to become involved with other 
people's problems. 

It was only in the Committee for Peace that the facts could be laid out in 
confidence and help sought. It was in the Committee that news was given of* 
missing people seen in secret centres by prisoners who had later been sent to 
public camps and it was in the Committee that each family became aware that 
their case was not the only case but one of many hundreds. 


The formation of the groups 

It was thus that falteringly and disorganisedly, certain families began to get 
together to give each other strength and to fight for the others' cases as well as 
for their own, and the groups of relatives of prisoners who had disappeared 
began to grow. 

With increasing courage and the support of the churches, the search was 
carried on and protests made. The solidarity of the groups extended to financial 
support for those whose breadwinner had disappeared, as well as moral support 
and unfailing loyalty at times of crisis and desperation. The indifference of the 
authorities and lack of information could be faced together but not alone. 

For newcomers whose relations had recently been taken, the groups acted as 
a haven where people could talk freely and express their sorrow, terrpr, hatred 
and anger with no fear of informers. They were all in the same situation. 

In July 1975, the incident of the 119 prisoners who were reported to have 
been killed abroad led to a marked increase in the militancy of these groups of 
relatives of secret prisoners. Their indignation and frustration at the iunta's 


inhumanity were channelled into actions such as the gathering of support fo: ihe 
Committee for Peace's mass and the distribution of leaflets. 


` The groups today 


Since then the groups have continued to work, using the experience of those 
who have been in them three years and incorporating those whose relations have 
only just disappeared. Their main tasks are to undertake any legal action 
possible, draw up lists, gather testimonies, write letters of protest to the Chilean 
authorities and statements asking for international support. 

One group of relatives, those of eight people who were arrested and 
disappeared in the middle of December 1976, even tried to hold a press 
conference. The Supreme Court had agreed to an investigation into the case but 
then, after about a week, produced the information that the missing people had 
crossed the Andes into Argentina. The press conference started but was broken 
up by the DINA. 

Many of the families of secret prisoners who have lost their wage earner have 
set up cooperatively run workshops too, making copper and woven goods to try 
to earn a living. They are still working with the support of the church but are 
not centrally based on the Vicariate of Solidarity but in the regions where they : 
live. 

Some of them must have given up hope of ever seeing their lost relations 
again but they will not give up their struggle until all the secret prisoners in Chile 
have been accounted for and the DINA's torturers and murderers publicly 
denounced and punished. g 


to save the lives of people 
kidnapped by the secret police 


They have disappeared: 


VICTOR DIAZ 


Victor Dias Lopez, 57, married with three children, miner. 


Deputy General Secretary of the Communist Party of Chile, 
several times acting Chairman of C.U.T., the Central Orga- 


nization of Chilean Trade Unions. 


Arrested by D.I.N.A. agents at 02:10 a.m., May 12, 1976 at 
979 Calle Bello Horizonte, Comuna de Las Condes de Santiago, 
in the presence of Engineer Jorge Canto and his wife living 


at this address. 


JOSE WEIBEL, MARIO ZAMORANO, JORGE MUNOZ, ULDARICO DONAIRE, 


JAIME DONATO and ELISA ESCOBAR. 


JOSE WEIBEL, till September 11, 1973, Deputy General Secretary 
of the Communist Youth of Chile, was detained by DINA agents 
in Santiago on March 29, 1976 when riding on a bus with his 


wife and a little son. 


MARIO ZAMORANO, JORGE MUNOZ (husband of Gladys Marin, General 
Secretary of the Communist Youth of Chile), ULDARICO DONAIRE 
and JAIME DONATO all leading members of the Communist Party 


of Chile, were arrested together with ELISA ESCOBAR on May 4, 
5, and 6, 1976. They are still in DINA's hands and nothing 
in known about them. 


EXEQUIEL PONCE, CARLOS LORCA and RICARDO LAGOS 


Exequiel Ponce, 42, married with one child. Member of the 
Political Commission of the Socialist Party and of the leader- ` 
ship of the Central Organization of Chilean Trade Unions, was 
head of the Socialist Party's underground leadership when 
arrested by DINA agents on June 25, 1975. 


Also arrested by DINA agents on June 25, 1975 were: CARLOS 
LORCA TOBAR, physician, Deputy, member of the Socialist Party's 
Political Commission and General Secretary of the Chilean 
Socialist Youth, and RICARDO LAGOS, 24, married with two chil- 
dren, university economics major, member of the leadership of 
the Chilean Socialist Youth and of the Socialist Party. 


Nothing heard of them since. 


ACADEMICS AND TRADE UNIONIST WERE ARRESTED AND DISAPPEARED 
POPE MERE Mn lt i M ndm ndn itudin da RN 
IN LATE 1976 


FERNANDO ORTIZ LETELIER 


54, married with three children, History Professor, was Head 
of F.E.CH. the Federation of Chilean Students, and subsequent- 


ly of A.P.E.U.CH., the Association of Instructors and Staff 
of the University of Chile, and a member of the University 
High Council. 


Arrested at 7:30 p.m. on December 15, 1976 on Avenida Larrain. 
Available witnesses are afraid to testify. 


LIZANDRO TUCAPEL CRUZ DIAZ 


54, was POLPAICO's democratically elected trade-union leader 
from 1968 till 1973. Arrested at 8:45 a.m. on December 18, 
1976 in Renca. 


HORACIO CEPEDA MERINKOVIC 


54, married with four children, builter. In 1971-72 was Di- 
rector of E.T.C., the State Office of Public Transport, and 
till 1973, Director of the Chilean German (GDR) Institute of 
Culture. Arrested at 8:45 a.m. on December 1976 near Irarra- 
zabal. 


FERNANDO ALFREDO NAVARRO ALLENDE 


49, married with three children, locomotive driver, democra- 
tically elected member of the Centràl Organization of Chilean 
Trade Unions leadership from 1960 till 1973 and its Fifth 
District branch, and leader of the Santiago Wall Federation. 
Arrested at 1:30 p.m. at intersection RAmon Cruz and Avenida 
Grecia.  Eyewitnesses are afraid to testify. 


WOMEN 


Among the thousands of kidnapped Chileans there are hundreds 
of women, victimized by fascist brutality, tortured and mal- 
treated, their lives are in special danger: 


CLARA ELENA CANTERO TORRES. 


22, married, mother of two girls (Clara, aged two years and 
Lucia, aged nine months), druggist. 


Arrested around 08:30 p.m. on July 23, 1976, when returning 
home from work. Her uncle Eduardo Cantero Prado was also 
arrested and today nothing is known of his whereabouts. 


ELIANA MARINA ESPINOZA FERNANDEZ 
44, single, dressmaker. Arrested on May 12, 1976. 
ALICIA HERRERA BENITEZ 


52, married with one son. Arrested around 12:20 a.m. on 
August 4, 1976. Her husband, Hugo Ernesto Vivanco Vega, 

was arrested earlier on the same day, her son Nicolas Vivan- 
co Herrera was arrested several days later. 


MALVIA ROSA MENA ALVARADO 


21, married, has one son, Luis Emilio, aged two and a half 
years. Three monts pregnant when arrested on April 29, 1976, 
she was brutaly punched in the stomach. Her husband, Luis 
Emilio Recabarren Gonzalez, and brother-in-law Manuel Guiller- 
mo Recabarren Gonzalez were arrested with her. Her father in- 
law Manuel Segundo Recabarren Rojas was arreste the next day. 


REINALDA DEL CARMEN PEREIRA PLAZA 


29, married, medical worker, secretary of the Federation of 
Doctors and Health Workers. Was five months pregnant at the 
time of arrest which ocurred at 7:30 p.m. on December 15, 1976 
near intersection Lo Plaza and Irarrazabal. 


ELIZABETH PEKOS URRA 


26, married, former social security clerk. Arrested on May 
26, 1976 with her husband, Antonio Elizondo Ormaechea. Her 
brother Andres Pekos Urra, arrested three days earlier and 
third-degreed at Villa Grimaldi where he was questioned about 
his sister and brother-in-law, was released after their 


arrest on May 26. 


hunger strike in Chile 


Mr. Kurt Waldheim 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 


We are declaring this hunger strike because we cannot go on 
walting. Members of our family have been detained and have 
disappeared at different times and in different parts of the 
country. In all cases, the "security services’ of the govern- 
ment, in particular the National Intelligence Agency, DINA, 
Have had a part in the detentions. 


In all cases, the authorities have denied that the detentions 
have taken place or have given conflicting explanations, des- 
pite the existence of many and varied witnesses and in some 
cases legal documents - in short, overwhelming evidence of 
the detentions. 


In all cases, the aformentioned intelligence services have 
placed obstacles in the way of the investigations into the 
disappearances, where such investigations have been conducted, 
and in many cases have put direct pressure on the relatives 
who are looking for the missing persons to make us give up 

our search. 


In all cases, such investigations as have been carried out 
by the judicial authorities have failed to yield any positive 
results. 


In all cases in which persons have disappeared - with the 
sole exception of Carlos Contreras Maluje, who has still not 
been released - writs of habeas corpus have been rejected " 
"for lack of information", according to the courts. 


In all cases in which we have lodged responsable protests 

the members of our families disappeared months or years ago 
and we do not know whether they are alive or dead, and this 
means tragedy and uncertainty for each home. What enormous 
efforts we have made to find them. We have sent written 
communications and made detailed submissions to dozens of 
organizations and persons who are in some way connected with 
our tragedy and who might be able to help us. We have appro- 
ached, and obtained interviews with, a vast number of persons, 
officials and others, civilians and military judges, minis- 
ters with various portfolios. We have spent countless hours 
waiting in antechambers and elsewhere; sometimes we have been 
received with deference and at other times we have been haras- 
sed and humiliated by junior officials. 


How much has been done by the church and the clergy in solida- 
rity. From personal assistance, expression of solidarity and 
hope, legal support and assistance in the preparation of com- 
prehensive, responsible and soundly-based submissions and 
communication to the legal and executive authorities, know-: 
ledge of which has sometimes reached the public. And all 
these efforts, for which we are deeply grateful, have been 
made with a view to locate these missing persons, a humani- 
tarian goal which is consonant with law and truth. 


And how many calumnies, lies, attacks and acts of agression 
we, our lawyers, the church and the clergy have had to endure 
simply because we have repeatedly and truthfully raised the 
problem of the missing persons. In the past few weeks alone, 
in addition to an orchestrated campaig against the clergy 
acting in solidarity with us, cowardly physical attacks have 
been made on the aged mother of one of the missing persons, 
on one of our lawyers, on an adolescent girl... And with all 
these calumnies, lies, silence,.attacks and threats, the pro- 
blem still remains unsolved. 


We cannot go on waiting: we cannot lose hope. That is why 
we think that the time has come to say "enough". And in or- 
der to put an end to our tragedy and as a means of ensuring 


:(2) 


the cessation of these "inexplicable" cases which heap shame 
on Chile in the eyes of national and international public 
opinion, we are declaring this hunger strike. 


This is what we are asking: 


(1) We demand that all the cases of missing persons should 

be cleared up once and for all. The acts that we have denoun- 
ced represent "illegal arrests", "kidnappings", offences and 
crimes, which violate the precepts of law and morality and 
represent an attack on the dignity, freedom and life of the 
persons concerned, namely, many honest and hard-working Chileans 
who are loved by us, appreciated by their colleagues at work 
and in many cases elected representatives or leaders of their 
communities, trade unions, universities. There is no offence, 
no error, no ground for accusation against them. 


The reliable lists are those which appear in the responsible 
submission made by us or by the church to the courts, with the 
assistance of thousands of world figures, men of culture, law- 
yers, trade-union leaders, etc. We challenge those responsi- 
ble to produce the missing person listed in those submissions. 
We demand the truth. 

We demand the establishment of a commission of investi- 
gation, consisting of eminent persons of irreproachable cha- 
racter from Chile and other countries. We cannot continue 

to hear irresponsible explanations, promises for the future, 
commitments to undertake formal investigations, which never 
come to anything. Even less can we continue to tolerate the 
wave of lies and distortions on the problem put out by some 
communications media. 


If the Chilean authorities recognize the position and compe- 
tence of an organization such as the United Nations, there is 
no reason why a commission with the United Nations backing 
and with the status which it will derive from the eminent 
persons appointed to it cannot carry out an analysis of the 
evidence in this case. Such a commission, which should be 
guaranteed the greatest latitude in its investigation, will 
be able to receive all the information which we have and to 
hear witnessess who wish to make statements, as well as any 
evidence there may be on their side, so that it can eventually 
give an independent judgement. 


(3)Lastly, we demand absolute respect for all individuals 
guarantees for ourselves, the relatives of the missing per- 
sons who have done and are doing nothingmore than anyone in 
a similar situation would do, namely making every sacrifice 
in order to find our loved ones. 


We cannot, in short, continue in a situation which has right- 
ly been described as "worse than death". The uncertainty 
about our missing relatives, about their lives, the well 
founded presumption of the sufferings to which they are being 
subjected. 


We cannot permit these facts to be passed over in silence, 

or those who have disappeared to be forgotten, or hope to be 
lost nor can we, through our passivity or our silent, allow 
this occur. Past or future disappearances are the most in- 
human action which can be committed against a human being, 
against a family. Such disappearances make a lie of the law 
and a monstrous falsehood of the guarantees to life and human 
rights. Their continuation can make us all collectively cul- 
pable, turn us into a people who will have learned this truth 
too late when the lives in jeopardy can no longer be saved. 


For all these reasons, we declare this hunger strike. For 
the love of our relatives, out of respect for life, liberty 
and human dignity. We shall find them. 


(signed) RELATIVES OF THE MISSING DETAINEES 
Santiago, June 14th, 1977 


The government's moves against the 
political parties have brought unexpected 
attacks from among its own supporters. 


Discontent among civilian supporters of the gov- 
ernment has been increasingly in evidence in the 
past weeks, and criticism has been coming from 
some surprising quarters. The banning of the 
remaining political parties in mid-March (LAPR XI, 
11) provoked some very unfavourable reactions 
within these groups, centred largely on the 
political inexpediency of the move, but since then 
other aspects of government policy have also 
Come under fire. The Christian Democrat party 
itself has said very little, apart from protests of 
innocence from the accused 'subversives Andrés 
Zaldívar and Tomás Reyes. (Rather inconsist- 
ently, the government has taken. no measures 
against these supposedly dangerous men, who are 
not even under house arrest.) 

But the episcopal secretariat of five bishops has 
taken up the cudgels with a vengeance, issuing a 
statement on 25 March which strongly urges the 
government to respect constitutional law, criticises 
the ban on political parties, and roundly condemns 
the governments economic and social policies. 
It is perhaps the strongest, and certainly the most 
political, statement the Church has yet made, and 
brought down the wrath of both EI Mercurio and 
the extremely right-wing president of the college 
of lawyers, Julio Durán, on its head. Both 
accused the bishops of acting as a political party 
— presumably a scarcely-veiled accusation of 
acting as a front for the Christian Democrats. 
Durán also criticised the bishops fiercely for put- 
ting ammunition to use against the government in 
the hands of its foreign enemies. 

The lawyers themselves are showing signs of 
strain, however, under the constant pressure from 
the Church human rights body, the Vicaría de 
Solidaridad, on one side, and the government on 
the other. The central issue for well over a year 
now has been the case of ‘disappeared’ prisoners, 
whom the Vica ims (and can prove with 
ample documéntation) have been detained by 
members of the security police, DINA, but for whom 
the government will accept no responsibility (LA 


X, 43) The whole issue has illustrated with ` 


humiliating publicity the impotence of the 
judiciary. 

Matters came to a head at the beginning of 
March when the president of the supreme court, 
José María Eyzaguirre, wrote a personal note to 
President Augusto Pinochet, informing him that 
the interior ministry had refused to cooperate 
with the judiciary over a request for information 


hile: hornets’ nest 


iu one case, and asking that Pinochet take appro- 
priate measures. On 2 April the court announced 
the procedures to be followed in the case of a 
recurso de protección (a broader form of the old 
habeas corpus writ which covers a variety of- 
individual and civil liberties), announcing at the 
same time that it regards this recurso as ‘generally 
applicable’. Since it was specifically suspended 
under the state of emergency laws as amended 
at the end of January, this declaration seems to 
set the judiciary on a collision course with the 
military. 

Criticism has also come, very surprisingly, from 
previously unconditional supporters of the govern- 
ment in the youth front of the regime’s own 
Movimiento de Unidad Nacional (MUN). Its lead- 
ing light, the lawyer and religious fanatic Jaime 
Guzmán, has recently been rather dimmed by the 
involvement of members of his intimate entourage 
in the scandal around the big financiera La 
Familia (LAPR XI, 2). This may have strengthened 
the hand of an opposition faction within the move- 
ment, which recently issued a statement warning 
of ‘the concerted action of certain fascist groups’ 
who were trying to create a ‘climate of fanaticism’ - 
in the government. Another member of the group, 
Arturo Fontaine Talavera, wrote a strong letter to 
the weekly magazine Ercilla (now controlled by 
the Pirafias group) denouncing the burning down 
of the tent where the controversial Nicanor Parra 
play (LAPR XI, 11, Latin Letter) was being per- 
formed. He described this as an act of ‘anony- 
mous terrorism’ which could become as dangerous 
as, Or even more dangerous than, the left-wing 
terrorism the government has set itself to destroy. 

The President himself seems surprised by the 
hornets’ nest he has stirred up, and not at all 
clear how to deal with it. One response has been 
a quick reshuffle in the army, bringing up more 
of his own men. Thus, General Rolando Garay 
Cifuentes steps into the vacancy for a general of 
division left by General Alberto Palacios’s sudden 
retirement (LAPR XI, 11). Garay retained his job 
as commander of the garrison in Santiago but 
added the civilian post of intendente of the city, 
left vacant by the equally sudden departure of 
the previous holder of the job, retired General 
Tulio Espinoza Palama. 

More significantly, Pinochet has created a new 
post, deputy commander of the army, which goes 
to General Carlos Forestier Haensgen, who retains 
his job as chief of general staff. His appointment 


tip: is i 


breaks the normal promotion, since he ranks generals who, with Pinochet, were involved in the 


only fourth after Generals Hermán Brady (defence preparation of the coup, some observers doubted 
minister) and César Raúl Benavides (interior). their chances of ever again having command of 
The stated reason for this move is that both the troops. However, in an apparent attempt to 
other generals are heavily involved in govern- smooth out ruffled military feathers, an official 
ment, and the post is expected to entail mainly army communique this week declared that the new 
military responsibilities. Since Brady and Bena- appointment did not ‘signify the creation of new 
vides are now the only two members still on posts’ or imply any change in the existing military 
active service of the original group of seven order of seniority. 8g 


SGEA JOIN 


CHILE FIGHT ILO BACKS LATIN AMERICAN WORKERS 

GENEVA — The International Labor Organization (ILO) on June 8 
REGINA — The 15,000 officially recognized the trade union bodies of Chile, Bolivia and 

member Saskatchewan Govern- Uruguay, all of them outlawed under the fascist regimes of those 

ment Employees Association has countries. The representatives of 130 ILO member-states unanimously 


recently added its voice to the voted to recognize the United Workers' Centre (CUT) of Chile, The 
growing movement of church Bolivian Workers’ Centre (CTB) and the National Workers’ Con- 
groups and labor organizations vention (CNT) of Uruguay as ‘“‘the sole legitimate representatives of 
demanding the Canadian gov- the working people.” 
ernment put a stop to Canadian CUT, CTB and CNT guests at the annual ILO General Conference ' 
investment in the brutal fascist here expressed gratitude for this anti-fascist action. The ILO, founded 
dictatorship in Chile. The union’s in 1919, is affiliated to the United Nations. The U.S. has announced it 
provincial executive sent a tele- will withdraw from the ILO this November. i 
gram to external affairs minister | 
Jamieson, and has urged its mem- 
bers write to Noranda telling 
them to stop investing in Chile, 
boycott Chilean wines and pro- 
duce and to pressure their M.P.'s 
to support the campaign to stop 
Canadian investment in Fascism.g 


BOYCOTT CHILEAN GOODS!!! 


Tons of fruits, vegetables and wine are 
exported to Canada each year by the 
Chilean government, and each year life 
for the Chilean people gets more and 
more difficult. 


Arms from Brazil 


The Chilean government will 
purchase new armaments from 
‘Brazil, according to General Gus- 
tavo Leigh,*head of the airforce 
and a member of the government 


The Fascist military Junta has turned Chile into a concentration 
camp, offering her people record levels of inflation, repression, 
unemployment, political terror and child mortality. For three 
successive years the United Nations General Assembly has condemned 
the lack of human rights in Chile today. Torture is a policy of the 
Junta, and over 5,000 people have been reported as "disappeared". 


junta. Chile, Brazil, Argentina, 
Uruguay, El Salvador and Guate- 
mala have all rejected U.S. mi- 
litary aid after having accused 
Washington of North American in- 
terference in South American 
countries’ internal affairs over the 
issue of human rights. 

Brazil has previously supplied 
Chile with arms but it is not 
known how much nor what type 
of equipment will be provided 
now. The Chilean spokesman 
said that manufacturing weapons 
locally would end Chilean depen- 
dence on the U.S. and also rein- 
force the principle of non-inter- 
ference. 

Other sources state that Chile 
wants to renew all the obsolete 
equipment in the army, navy and 
airforce. e 


The revenues from goods imported into Canada do not go towards 
bettering the quality of life for the people of Chile - they are used 
to buy sophisticated military weaponry, to benefit the privileged few 
and to support the DINA, the Junta's secret police. 


Everytime you buy Chilean goods, your dollar goes to help perpetuate 
oppression and misery. Chile's economic history does not include 
generalized export; but, to help keep the Junta going grapes, 
tomatoes, onions, peaches and wine are now being exported to 
Canada, while most Chileans cannot afford to buy them. 


Watch for these goods - and boycott them. Your help will be 
appreciated by all those who strive for a democratic Chile. me 


I. seemed a run-of-the-mill murder, a 
jealousy slaying at first; with the junta's kept 
press providing lurid coverage to distract 
public attention from more vital issues. 

On September 13, the Mercurio-owned 
"La Segunda" reported the discovery on La 
Ballena beach in La Ligua District, 182 
kilometers north of Santiago, of the corpse of 
an unidentified woman. ‘‘She was in her un- 
derwear," the paper said, "and had evi- 
dently been strangled by a wire noose.”’ 

The next day, another Mercurio-owned 
newspaper, ‘‘Las Ultimas Noticias" carried 
an illustrated write-up under the banner 
headline: “Lovely Girl Strangled,” and sub- 
heads that read: ‘‘Bestial Crime on Deserted 
Beach" and ‘‘Nude Corpse with Signs of 


Brutal Violence Found.” There were gory 


details galore. Thus: ‘‘The girl, who, un- 
known locally, may have lived in Santiago, 
was strangled with a wire and a kerchief. 
The killer, or killers, had broken her jaw and 
wrists, and a stab wound makes the murder 
look still more brutal." And in conclusion: 
“The police are convinced a dangerous sex 
maniac is loose.” 

In short, all the ingredients of one of those 
“sensations” the tabloids feed on. 

Even “El Mercurio," a newspaper which 
lays claim to being staid and opinion- 
forming, and which is now the fascist junta's 
mouthpice, succumbed. In its top pony of 
September 15 it announced that the dead 
woman had still not been identified and that 
“the local medics are studying the wounds on 
the unknown woman's legs." In a follow-up 
next day, the paper reported that the Ballena 
beach victim “was not strangled. . . . There 
are traces of heavy beating and multiple 
fractures. Forensic experts say she was not 
strangled as had been originally thought.” 

The Ballena beach tragedy was also given 
extensive coverage on the radio and televi- 
sion, which at the junta's bidding either to- 
tally ignore, or do their best to mention only 
in passing, things like spiralling prices, 
slumping output, sackings, the arrest of 
political and trade union leaders and other 
"controversial" topics. 

On September 17 the newspaper “La 
Tercera" reported that the body was to be 
moved to the Institute of Forensic Medicine 
in Santiago. 

On September 22 “El Mercurio” an- 
nounced that the killer's apprehension was 
“imminent” and featured a chilling picture 
of the victim's mutilated face. Several essen- 
tial details were provided. The paper 
claimed that “identity had been established 
a few hours after the body was discovered," 
which had been cohfirmed by the authorities 
concerned. More fresh facts were supplied 
as to the condition in which the body had been 
found: “All the ribs, the right forearm and 
the right leg were crushed.” The following 
morning the same paper conjectured that 
the murder had been committed ia Santiago. 


Finally, on October 1, under the heading 
"Dead Ballena Beach Woman Was Tax Offi- 
cial," “El Mercurio” reported: "Marta 
Ugarte Roman is the name of the woman 
found dead on the Ballena beach. . . She was 
identified last Friday by her sisters and her 
dentist, Luis Ciocca. He carried out a com- 
plete dental examination and after compar- 
ing the results with earlier X-ray and medi- 
cal records, definitely stated that she had 
been a client of his." 

The newspaper published a statement 
from ‘Marta Ugarte's two sisters: ‘‘She dis- 
appeared on August 9. . . . All inquiries as to 
her whereabouts went unanswered. Nor was 
she listed as detained." 

Neither the Ministery of the Interior nor 
the Ministry of Justice, neither the National 
Secretariat for Detainees nor any other in- 
stitution of the fascist military junta admit- 
ted Marta Ugarte's arrest. 

On October 5, after several days of si- 
lence, "EI Mercurio” reported: ‘Yesterday 
the Supreme Court ordered the Court of Ap- 
peals in Valparaiso to designate a commis- 
sioner extraordinary to continue the investi- 
cm initiated by the Judge of the Ligua 

riminal Court for the purpose of clarifying 
the circumstances in the homicidal slaying 
of Marta Lidia Ugarte Roman. The Supreme 
Court thus ruled, without having been 
petitioned, on the premise that the case had 
caused public concern and that many 
strange circumstances had come to light 
necessitating further inquiry.” 

As soon as the victim's name became pub- 
lic knowledge, the press lost all ‘‘interest.’’ 
"El Mercurio" pretended ignorance of the 
name, though in late 1973 it had lashed out 
more than once at Marta Ugarte, whom it 


had termed then ‘‘the Communist commis- 
sar of the supplies juntas.” Its “tax official" 
story had merely been one more clumsy at- 
tempt to conceal the truth. 

From late 1972 up to the overthrow of the 
Allende administration in September 1973, 
Marta Lidia Ugarte Roman, a Member of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Chile and a schoolteacher by profession, 
was with the Ministry of Economics and was 
responsible for the nationwide drive against 
black-marketeering that had been con- 
ducted by the mass organizations known as 
the “juntas for supplies and price controls." 
In this capacity, she had come under heavy 
fire from reactionary news media. 


For nearly three years this nationally 
known figure had managed to evade the 
clutches of the junta police. Then, on August 
9 she was seized by DINA —-— Her rela- 
tions and, subsequently, lawyers of the 
Catholic Church's ‘‘solidarity vicariate’’ 
petitioned the authorities in vain for know- 
ledge of her whereabouts. As is the junta's 
habit, General Cesar Raul Benavides, the 
Minister of the Interior, denied any know- 


The murder of Marta Ugarte 


ledge of the : rest The Court of Appeals, 
which Mart: Ugarte's family had petil- 
tioned, deemed the Minister's statement suf- 
ficient to suspend all further inquiry — 
though not only Chileans know where demo- 
crats inthat country disappear to nowadays. 
Tt is auite obvious that while Minister Be- 


navides was issuing his denial, Marta Ugarte 
was being cruelly tortured in a DINA cell. 
Eventually she was done to death in a das- 
tardly murder evidenly intended to ‘‘mark’’ 
the third anniversary of the September 11 
military coup. The craven butchers then tos- 
sed the corpse out onto a deserted beach to 
thus serve as a DINA “warning” to all Com- 
munists and anti-fascists. 

However, this move boomerahged, due, 
in no small measure, to the efforts of the 
gutter press, which dished up the finding of 
the body as a sensation. The junta had mis- 
calculated. This is perhaps the first time that 
the DINA's heinous doings have been so 
starkly revealed to the country's millions, let 
alone the thousands or, perhaps, hundreds of 
thousands of the politically conscious. This 
DINA crime was so brutal that it provoked 
what even the Supreme Court was obliged to 
call “public concern." Now the junta's ac- 
quiescent news media are trying to play 
down the affair and avoid naming the victim. 
But Marta Ugarte's shocking murder has 
had wide repercussions. The families of the 
arrested and the '*missing" thousands have 
stepped up their pressure on the authorities. 
The public at large, including the Catholic 
clergy, are indignant, as too are many 
lawyers and army officers who wish to disas- 
sociate themselves completely from the jun- 


ta's crimes. 

The tragic case of Marta Ugarte 
heightens the concern we feel for the lot of 
“missing” patriots. Where are they? What 
has happened to them? It is quite likely that 
many are no longer alive. 

Among the “missing” are such leading 
Chilean Communists as Victor Diaz, who at 
the time of the coup was the Party's Deputy 
General Secretary, Jose Weibel, Mario 
Zamorano, Jorge Murios, Elisa Escobar, 
Eliana Espinoza, and that veteran of the 
workingclass and communist movement, 
67-year-old Bernardo Araya, along with his 
62-year-old wife Olga Flores. For eighteen 
months theré has been no word of the three 
Socialist leaders Exquiel Ponce, Carlos 
Lorca and Ricardo Lagos. Counted ''mis- 
sing" are militants of the trade union, youth 
and women's movements. 

` Their disappearance imprints the brand 
of Cain upon the face of the junta. The tide of 
protest against the brutal repression and the 
fascist nightmare is gaining momentum in 
Chile. gi 


—New Times 


resistance 


Art exhibit spotlights political persecution 


By Hilary DeVries 
Special to 
The Christian Science Monitor 
Boston 

A rare and graphic window has been opened 
on recent political persecution in Chile by the 
current exhibit at the Boston Visual Artists 
Union (BVAU). Some 16 South American art- 
ists, the majority of whom are now personae 
non gratae in Chile, have contributed more 
than 60 lithographs, paintings, and sculptures 
to the exhibit for an artistic vision into the 
physical torture, imprisonment, and brutality 
levied by the current military regime. 

The exhibit, appropriately entitled "Artists 
in Exile," is the BVAU's most ambitious proj- 
ect to date, indicating the union's expanded 
focus on the social and legal rights of artists 
everywhere. i 


Art tribute 
to Neruda 


LEIPZIG — Some 350 posters, 
graphic sheets and book designs 
devoted to the work of the late 
Pablo Neruda, are on display at a 
special show of the current Inter- 
national Book Art exhibition 
IBA-77 in Leipzig, German Dem- 
ocratic Republic. Book designers 
and typographers from 30 coun- 
tries made their entries for this 
unique show. 

Exhibition director Gert 
Wunderlich told an ADN reporter 
the entries to the Neruda display 
were expected to stimulate book 
art work in general. 

The call for holding it sprang 
from the solidarity movement for 
anti-fascist Chile in which numer- 
ous GDR sculptors and painters 
are engaged. The current Neruda 
show contains works by 86 artists 
from some 40 countries. 

The Grand Prix went to Sapoh 
Naoyuki, Japan, for a poster on 
Pablo Neruda’s Ode of Bread. 

Seven hundred copies each of 
twenty-five posters displayed at 
the exhibition are sold in aid of 
solidarity with Chile. They were 
produced without pay by GDR 
printing apprentices. 8 


Accentuating the BVAU’s concern for uni- 
versal rights, specifically the freedom neces- 
sary to the creative spirit, is a concurrent dis- 
play in City Hall of letters and documents 
gathered from the artists during their impris- 
onment. Notable are the letters of Rene Castro 
and the journal of Guillermo Nunez, two of the 
exiled artists now exhibiting in Boston. 

. Arecent press conference at the gallery pro- 
vided Castro, Nunez, and Isabel Letelier, 
widow of Orlando Letelier, the late Chilean 
ambassador to Washington, the opportunity to 
discuss the recent events in post-Allende Chile 
and the increased political content of their art. 

Mrs. Letelier summed up the events of the 
past four years: “The day of the military coup, 
Sept. 11, 1973, my husband was arrested and I 
was put under house arrest. My husband was 
released and expelled from Chile in 1974. I was 
permitted to join him two months later. We 
came to the United States, and he was assassi- 
nated on Sept. 21, 1976.” 

This personal and political tragedy caused a 
change in Mrs. Letelier's work: the previous 
focus on abstraction has given way to a fasci- 
nation with the human form. 

“My art is now an attempt to keep alive a 
measure of the vital human spirit as an essen- 
tial element of human dignity," she explained. 

Rene Castro, who previous to his imprison- 
ment and exile worked with children and 
painted murals in his position as assistant pro- 
fessor of fine arts, described his work now as 
“a permanent denunciation” of the present po- 


litical repression in Chile. 
Echoing the BVAU's concern over the viola- 
tion of individual rights, Castro perceives his 


art as a struggle to express the feelings of the 
people. This “drama of the populace” is essen- 
tially the purpose of mural painting, which had 
a strong tradition in Chile previous to the mili- 
tary junta. | i 
A mural painting performed on Boston Com- 
mon June 7, in which 100 artists from Chile 
and the United States participated, celebrated 
the continuation of this type of artistic commu- 
nication. l | 
Guillermo Nunez, who resides in Paris, has 
contributed the largest number of works to the 
exhibit. His large canvases depict an almost 
surrealistic portrait of the recent political 
crimes. But it is his journal, kept during his 
years of imprisonment, which provides a 
chronicle of political change and evolving artis- 
tic perception. l 
He described his attempts at artistic ex- 


pression both in Chile and in Paris: "We're 
trying to make the army realize that art is not 
to be squelched. They [the military] perceive 
individual artistic expression as a threat to 
their concept of national security, evident by 
their closing of my one exhibit in the French 
Cultural Center in Santiago four years ago. 


"They conceive of my art as political, but I 


prefer to call it human. As a cry for social jus- 
tice, we shall continue to fight and paint until 
the junta falls."g 


CHILEAN RESISTANCE EXPO OPENS TO HUGE CROWDS 
MEXICO CITY — Mexican president Jose Lopez Portillo opened 
an exposition here June 18 displaying works by 100 Mexican painters 
donated to the Salvador Allende International Resistance Museum. 
The 140 paintings will be housed at the Modern Art Museum at Chapul- 
tepec Park for one month. Each work is for sale with proceeds going to 
the’Chilean popular resistance. The organizing committee includes 
artists and intellectuals from many Latin American and European 


countries. g 


Santiago (LP)-- For the first time the 
chilling truth about DINA terror in Chile 
has been told and publicized here. Several 
"apparently conscience-stricken rightist news 
organs participated in the revelations. . 

What Catholic Church officials here 
call the — "institutionalized lie," contrived 
by the government with—until recently— 
the cooperation of the press in order to 
hide DINA (National Intelligence Direc- 
torate—secret police) activities from the 
average Chilean and to depict the charges 
of human rights violations as Marxist fab 
rications based on unreliable sources, has 
lost its credibility, thanks to the integrity 
of a 16-year-old boy. 

Carlos Veloso, a youth of the work- 
ing class, endured a month-long nightmare 
that began with his kidnapping and torture 
by DINA and continued with a macabre 
scheme to convince the Chilean public 
that his kidnappers were a band of Marx- 
ists and Christian Democrats, not DINA 
agents. 

Under threats that DINA would 
execute his parents and five brothers and 
sisters if he did not cooperate, Veloso 
was forced to say he had identified three 
of the kidnappers as his neighbors and that 
one had raped him. While DINA agents 
held him and his family under house arrest 
he was forced to stage a press conference 
to accuse “Marxists” of his kidnappin 
and repeat a false story DINA had red 
him to memorize. 

Carlos Veloso's saga finally ended 
June 25 when he flew to Canada—with 
the help of the Chilean Catholic Church 
and the Canadian embassy—and joined 
his family who had left the country as 
soon as the DINA guards moved out of 
their house. 

Befote leaving, Carlos wrotc his true 
story in a 24-page sworn statemoent. pre- 
sented to the President of the Supreme 
Court, and spent four days testifyvicg to 
a military court about the DINA coverup. 
The judge, on the basis of his testimony, 
ordered the release of three of the five 
prisoners whom DINA had kidnapped and 
tortured, 

All major newspapers and magazines 
except the government-owned EI Cronista 
carried extensive reports of the disintegra- 
tion of the DINA coverup, and two news 
magazines made it clear that DINA com- 
mitted the real atrocity, It was the first 
time Chileans were able to read in the 
mass media that persons whom DINA 
accused of being terrorist were innocent 
and the charges wete fabricated. 

The reporting was an act of defiance 
by the press me which with one ex- 
ception are controlled by giant financial 
consortia that have always been staunch 
supporters of the military government. 


| 


d.i.n.a. uncovered 


A CHILEAN YOUTH UNCOVERS D.LN.A. ATROCITIES 


During the four days of testimony 
before the military court, regular police 
guarded Carlos to protect him from the 
enraged DINA agents whom he fingered 
as the real kidnappers. | 

Carlos Veloso's testimony unfolds 
a terrifying En of a month in DINA's 
nightmare world of lies, torture, drugs, 
violence and hypnotism. 

He told the judges he was kidnapped 
on May 2 by five men who were waitin 
in a car outside the office of the Cardin 
Cardij» Foundation, a Catholic Church 
labor organization. He had gone there 
on an errand for his father, Carlos Hector 


. Veloso, an E of the foundation. 


lindfolded, taken to an 


He was 


old house and interrogated about his 
father's union activities by a man he later 


came to know as Don Fernando. He was 
injected with a drug during the questioning, 
he said. 

He said he heard a gunshot in a nearby 
room and was then taken to the room and 
shown a man who was lying on the floor 
bleeding. He was told this would happen 
to him if he didn't cooperate. He said he 
was then tortured and stripped to his shorts. 
Burning cigarettes were extinguished on 
his hands and body and electric charges ap- 
plied to his gums. 

About six hours after he was kid. 
napped. he was blindfolded again, put in 
4 Car, driven to an area ad miles from 
his home and thrown semiconscious iuto 
the street. | 
| The elder Veloso denounced the 
kidnapping in a habeas corpus petition 
and said d believed the assailants to be 
DINA agents taking reprisal against him 
because of his involvement in writing a 
letter on May ‘1 to Pinochet protesting 
labor conditions in Chile, which 126 labor 
organizations signed. He said his son was 
badly injured, bleeding and hysterical 
when he was found and that he had boot- 
marks on his trousers. 

Just before midnight on May 4, 
two men who identified themselves as 
intelligence agents came to the Veloso 
home and told Veloso they were inves- 
tigating to find the kidnappers. For the 
next 24 days DINA kept da family under 
constant surveillance, forced the parents 
to take the six children out of school and 
until May 28 kept two agents on 24-hour 
watch inside the home. 

Young Veloso told the 


udge he 


feared his father might be col Ac 


with the DINA agents because he seeme 


anxious to cooperate with the agents in 
the interrogation sessions to which they ` 


were subjected on five nights. Carlos said 
an agent took him to an isolated place 
and at gunpoint tried to force him to sign 
several papers, including a statement that 


, Democrats. 


he had overheard other labor leaders in 
his father’s office plotting terrorist bom- 
bings. l 
Veloso said that during a May 8 
interrogation session he was taken to a room 
adjacent to where his father was sitting 
and shown a man aiming a machine gun at 
his father through a one-way vision window. 
He said the DINA agents ask«d him to 
identify anyone he knew out of a group 
of about 50 photographs. He said he re- 
cognized three of the men because they 
were his neighbors. The agents said that 
from then cn the boy must tell his father 
that the three men, Osvaldo Figueroa, 
Eduardo de la Fuente and Robinson Zuleta, 
were his kidnappers. Later the ayent added 
that he must say that Figueroa had raped 
him. The agent said that if he didn’t repeat 
exactl, the false version «f the kidnapping 
his whole family would be killed. 

The boy told the judge he recopiized, 
two of his real kidnappers ‘during the in- 
terrogation. were “Don Fernando,” 
the agent who was forcing him to memorize 
the false story, and the DINA agent ASH 
a machine pun at his father bred the 
window. 

Late that night Veloso was taken to 
anothcr interrogation center and submitted 
to hypnosis by a man whom he said wore 
a white coat. He said he faked being hyp- 
notized and allowed the inan to stick a pin 
in his heel without showing pain. He said 
he repeated the false kidnapping story 
while simulating hypnosis me? convinced 
the ajents that it was ''engraved" in his 
memory. 

On May 24, government spokesman 
Max Rindl announced that a "terrorist 
band” had been captured which had kid- 
napped Veloso aud carried out five bom- 
bings in Santiago around May 1. The men 
were the threc Veloso had been forced 
to name from the pictures, Figueroa, de la 
Fuente and Zuleta, and two other men, 
Luis Mardones and Humberto Drouillas. 
All were identified as leftists or Christian 
Mardones, an official in the 
Cardijn Foundation and personal friend 
of the elder Veloso, was the only one in 


They 


' a leadership position. 


According to habeas corpus peti- 
tions by their families, the five men dis- 
appeared in the street or were violently 
Eb sd by armed masked men around 
May 9. 

With DINA agents living inside his 
home the elder Veloso agreed to hold a 
press conference May 25 and to give in- 
teiviews to El Cronista accusing Marxists 
of his son’s kidnapping. Veloso, accord- 
ing to later staceiuents, apparently believed 
the false story at the time, and his son, 
fearing the DINA threats and assumin 
that his father was collaborating Weis 


eae 


car with four male occupants which then Although three of the flve men who 


DINA, did not dare contradict what his. ! 
father was telling the reporters. When ‘sped away. | werc falsely accused have been released, 


| General Pinochet’s government has taken 


he was called upon, Carlos repeated the 
DINA story he had learned by rote. 

Catholic Bishop Enrique Alvear and, 
the Cardijn Foundation Director, Fr. Luis: 
Antonio Diaz, 
visited the Veloso home while the agents 
were there and became convinced the boy 


and his father were acting out of fear of ` 


DINA. A few days later, on the way to 

the Veloso home, Father. Diaz was followed, 

then his car was intercepted and hit by a 
d 


More than 60 demonstrators 


marched from Parliament Hill to ' 
the Sparks Street Mall on Thursday 
to support 24 women and two men 
who have been on a 10-day hunger ` 
strike in United Nations offices in 
Santiago, Chile, to protest the “dis- ` 
appearance" of relatives. " 


An official statement from the San- 
“tiago 


dllegalities and irregularities of the arrest 
of Mardones—a church employee because 
of his post in the Cardijn Foundation--and 
the other men and called far a full court 
investigation. 

Saca his mother and five younger 


brothers and sisters were safely in Canada, 


. Carlos Veloso began to tell the true story 


on June 11. 


~ Patricio Mason, secretary of the 
200-member Ottawa Chilean Asso- 
ciation, said his group has "reliable 
information" that more than 2,000 
persons have disappeared tin Chile 
over the past two years. 

"Seven of them were very close ' 
-friends of mine," he said in an in- 
terview. "They seem to have just va- 
nished.” 

Mason, a 23-year-old sociology 
: Student at the University of Ottawa, 

said "many of the missing people 
have been thrown into secret con- 
centration camps throughout the 
country." He came to Canada as a 
landed immigrant in 1975. : 


Óne demonstrator, who arrived. 
after the coup in 1973 and now 
works at a an Ottawa daycare cen- 
tre, was worried her remarks 
“could well result in harm being 
done to my relatives in Chile.. A 
friend of mine, a young actress, dis- 
appeared in mid-1974, and I haven't 
heard anything from: her since, | 
think they killed her." : 

The main purpose of the demon- 
stration was to gain support for a 
bid to have the UN establish a spe- 
cial committee “to investigate ‘the 


 COu ech? 
| school 


ottawa protest 


- Archbishop's -office ` protested the- no steps to bring charges against the DINA 


agents. But no longer can any Chileans 


claim ignorance of the secret police atroc- 


itics that are everyday procedure in their 
and which a 16-year-old high 
oy made them see. g 


‘disappearance of the more than 
| 2,000 Chileans.” QA 
The majority of those taking part 

in the demonstration were from the 
(5,500 Chileans that Canada ‘has 
"accepted for permanent residence ` 
. since the coup. c 


~. 


They got some encouragement : 
‘from a leading member of the New 
Democratic Party before setting. off 
from Parliament Hill for the march 
to the Chilean embassy on the mall. - 

Andrew Brewin, MP for Toronto- 
Greenwood, said he would do all in 
bis power to assist "those who are 
under the heel of the ruthless mili- 
tary dictatorship in Chile.” 

He told demonstrators he had 
written a letter to Allan Mac- 
Eachen, acting external affairs min- 
ister, asking him ‘to immediately 
make known to UN Secretary-Gen- 
eral Kurt Waldheim the govern- 
ment’s desire to see an international 
investigation of “human rights viola- 
tions in Chile.” , | a 

Ed Broadbent, NDP leader, carli- 
cr issucd a statement expressing 
support for an international probe 
.into “all cases of missing persons in 
Chile "e Sae 


what you can do for the 2,500 chileans kidnapped . 


please mail this demand..! 
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GENERAL AUGUSTO PINOCHET 
President of the Chilean Militar Junta 


I call upon you to put an end to the inadmissible practice of 
secret arrests and subsequent disappearance of persons whose 
detention is systematically denied or never knowledge. 


Name: 


Address: 
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GENERAL AUGUSTO PINOCHET 
EDIFICIO DIEGO PORTALES 
SANTIAGO 

CHILE 


